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"Kennedy stared at the two teen-

agets who killed his'son, pound-

~edoa podlum and called them,;
,“c0wardly L :
- 'The teenagers,- 51ttmg hand-_"'

~ tenced to;seven and 10 years in
. state prison, hung thelr heads
and-said nothing.- '
Kennedy and h.lS ‘mfe, Laura, ‘

were angered by a plea baxgam'— .

to manslaughterina deal negotl-_ ;
-ated with prosecutors;: - g
cuffed at atable, about to be sef,
‘neys interviewed’ more: |
.people, many of them. teenagers a
‘Prosecutors say one reason they -
fapproved the plea deal was that °

that aliowed the teenagers, Sl-' l
“‘mon ‘Mihailovic - and Michael';

3_-.-Mendola, to avoid the possibility |

of life sentences for fatally injur-
ing their son, Greg. Kennedy, 18 ,
a brawl last }uly :
“don’t ;think you' re gettmg S

What" you"'i"deserve, Rolan ]
Kennedy told them. *
Mihailovic and Mendola, both -

18 'and charged with second-de-
gree murder, pleaded 110 contest

“Inthe casg, detectives. and attor"|
40

eeSENTENCBSon .SA, 1.




SENTENCES from 1A

some of the teenagers had been
drinking on the night of Kennedy’s
death and told inconsistent stories
about what happened.

Kennedy’s . parents protested
the plea agreement, which was ap-
proved by a judge after a short
hearing. “The only thing that
would be just is that they never see
the light of day again,” said Laura
Kennedy, Greg’s mother.

The resolution of the case
brings some clarity about what
happened on Lalani Boulevard last
July 28, when a group of friends, in-

. cluding Kennedy, gathered at a
home to celebrate a friend’s birth-
day.

The group went bowling, then
went to the home of Max and
Bev Herrera, whose son was cele-
brating his 17th birthday.

Bev Herrera bought them
beer, and the teenagers listened
to rap music and played beer
pong, a game that encourages
quick and excessive consump-
tion of alcohol.

At some point that night, Mi-
hailovic and three friends
showed up at the house. One
member of that group was drunk
and called someone a derogato-
ry name, Max Herrera threw Mi-
hatlovic’s group out — but they
vowed to return.

The teenagers met with other
friends at a gas station and a Mc-
Donald’s, returning to the Lalani
Boulevard home in three sport
utility vehicles.

Quickly, about 20 teenagers
were fighting in the yard and in
the street. Kennedy, who had
passed out on a couch, got up
and ran outside.

As Kennedy squared off with
another teenager, Mendolablind-
sided him with a punch to the
head, according to police reports
and witness testimony.

Kennedy started to get up and
Mihailovie kicked him in the
head.

Early law enforcement ac-
counts suggested that both Mi-

hailovic and Mendola continued-

to beat Kennedy after he was un-
conscious, but prosecutors and
défense lawyers agreed on
Wednesday that each threw
only a single blow,

“Since the beginning this was
portrayed as a beating, a pummel-
ing,” said Derek Byrd, who repre-
sented Mendola. “That’s just not
true, It was one punch, one ldck.”

But those strikes ruptured an
artery in the back of Kennedy’s

head. His cranial cavity -filled ;

with blood, he slipped into a
coma and was taken off life sup-
port within a few days, ,

Mendola and MihaHlovic were
soon arrested, and lawmen later
charged the Herreras with child
neglect, serving alcohol to mi-
nors and having an open house
party.

The child neglect charges
were eventually dropped and
Bev Herrera was placed on pro-
bation for the other counts. The
charges against Max Herrera, ar-
rested on an unrelated DUT war-

rant from New Mexico, is pend- -

ing.
Roland Kennedy says he and
his wife — who are also suing the
Herreras — will push state legis-
lators to enact stiffer penalties
for adults who give alcohol to
teenagers and allow their homes
to be used for parties.

“We need to hold people ac-
countable for these parties,” he
said. “We're going to pursue that
in Greg's memory.” :

Family members of Mendola
and Mihailovic huddled in the
back of a courtroom, some of
thein crying when the sentences
were announced. The family
members would not comment.

But Mihailovic’s  attorney,
Brett Mclntosh, says the teenag-
er has matured behind bars and
gained perspective on how that
night changed so many lives.

“He’ll be 28 years old when he

gets out,” McIntosh said. “To an
18-year-old kid, that seems like
forever. But he’ll have an oppor-

tunity to turn around his life

once he leaves prison.”
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Michagl
wvendola, 18,
pleaded
guilty
Wednesday
after lawyers
negotiated
with
prosecutors
tohave a
murder
charge
reduced.

Simon
Mihailovic,
18, also
pleaded
guilty inthe
slaying of
high stheol
student Greg
Kennedy
during a
brawl fast
July.
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